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Founded by former slave John Henry Murphy, Sr. when he merged three church publications, The Baltimore 
Afro-American became one of the most widely circulated African-American newspapers on the Atlantic Coast. 
In addition to featuring the first black female reporter (Murphy’s daughter) and female sportswriters, the paper’s
contributors have included writer Langston Hughes, intellectual J. Saunders Redding, artist Romare Bearden, 
and sports editor Sam Lacy, whose column influenced the desegregation of professional sports. 

Through the decades, the newspaper fought for equal employment rights, urged African-American participation 
in politics, and advocated state-funded higher education for blacks. In the 1930s, The Afro-American launched “The
Clean Block” campaign, which is still in existence today, to clean up inner-city neighborhoods and fight crime. It
stationed correspondents in Europe and the Pacific during World War II, providing first-hand reports to readers. 
In the 1950s, working with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the newspaper’s
efforts contributed to the outlawing of public school segregation. To see history being made, start here.

To see how a former slave influenced national change, start here.

Illuminate history. Preserve the past.

ProQuest is proud to play a role in preserving this historic
newspaper for future generations. The Baltimore Afro-
American, like all titles within the ProQuest Historical
Newspapers™—Black Newspapers collection, lets
researchers:

ä Browse complete issues, cover to cover.
ä Search by more than 20 article types, keyword, date 

ranges, specific dates, author, and more.
ä Focus on relevant information quickly with 

hit-term highlighting.

ä View news articles, photos, advertisements, 
classified ads, obituaries, cartoons, and more for 
added context.

ä Print and download articles and images in PDF format.
ä Study the progression of issues over time with 

ProQuest’s complete runs of newspapers.
ä Cross-search topics with all ProQuest Historical 

Newspapers, such as The Baltimore Sun, Washington 
Post, and The Norfolk Journal and Guide, for a broader 
view of issues and events.



ProQuest makes it easy for both novice researchers and information professionals to find relevant information quickly,
with basic and advanced search options. Searches can be confined to specific article types and dates to focus on the
most relevant information. Each newspaper page is zoned into article images, and each newspaper image is supported
with searchable ASCII text. Combined, these features mean faster, more effective searches for users. ProQuest digitizes
documents at a high resolution to deliver clean, readable images, and highlights search terms to focus readers on the
most relevant content.

Researchers can sort their results by oldest, most recent, or most relevant. In addition, stories that originally spanned
multiple pages of a newspaper are “threaded” together, appearing as one continuous image and improving readability.
Users can view and easily download articles, front pages, photos, display ads, and more in PDF format. The “My
Research” summary feature can be used to track recent searches, save articles, email documents, create a bibliography,
export citations, and create Web pages.

Focus on research instead of the mechanics of finding data. 

Your single source for centuries of continuous historical news coverage.

Black Newspapers
ä Atlanta Daily World (1931-2003)
ä Chicago Defender (1910-1975)
ä Cleveland Call & Post (1934-1991)
ä Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-2005)
ä New York Amsterdam News (1922-1993)
ä The Norfolk Journal and Guide (1921-2003)
ä The Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001)
ä Pittsburgh Courier (1911-2002)

International Titles
ä The Guardian (1821-2003) and

The Observer (1791-2003)
ä The Irish Times (1859-2008) and

Weekly Irish Times (1876-1958)
ä The Scotsman (1817-1950)

These newspapers are also cross-searchable with the American Periodicals Series Online™, American Periodicals from
the Center for Research Libraries, ProQuest Historical Annual Reports™, and ProQuest Civil War Era. In addition, the
historical Chicago Defender is available as part of ProQuest’s Black Studies Center™.

ProQuest continues to add titles to its Historical Newspapers program, developing an online primary source database
of over 25 million pages that enables readers to compare how news about major events is covered across continents
and over time.
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U.S. Titles
ä The Atlanta Constitution (1868-1945)
ä The Baltimore Sun (1837-1985)
ä The Boston Globe (1872-1979)
ä Chicago Tribune (1849-1986)
ä The Christian Science Monitor (1908-1996)
ä Detroit Free Press (1831-1922)
ä The Hartford Courant (1764-1984)
ä Los Angeles Times (1881-1986)
ä The New York Times (1851-2006) 

with Index (1851-1993)
ä New York Tribune (1841-1922)
ä St. Louis Post-Dispatch (1874-1922)
ä San Francisco Chronicle (1865-1922)
ä The Wall Street Journal (1889-1992)
ä Washington Post (1877-1993)

In addition to The Baltimore Afro-American (1893-1988), ProQuest Historical Newspapers includes the following: 


